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1
ENHANCED THERMAL CONDUCTIVITY
FERRITE STATOR

TECHNICAL FIELD

The invention relates to an electric motor/generator with
thermally activated control with a stator having enhanced
thermal conductivity.

BACKGROUND OF THE ART

Electric machines, motors and generators require some
means to control the output current, speed of rotation, excess
heat generation and accommodate failure modes, such as
those due to short circuit conditions and the like.

For example the inventor’s U.S. Pat. No. 6,313,560
relates to electric machines that are thermally protected from
damage resulting from internal faults, such as high short
circuit currents, using the Curie point properties of low
Curie point materials, such as ferrite in constructing the
machine. Heat generated by an internal fault, such as a short
circuit, heats the material above its Curie point, i.e.: where
magnetic flux circulation is impeded and the machine is shut
down. Careful selection of a material having a Curie point
below the maximum permissible operating temperature for
the machine thus permits the low Curie point material to act
as a sort of thermal fuse for the device.

Permanent magnet electric motors and generators usually
include a rotor of magnetic material such as Samarium-
Cobalt. In close proximity to the rotor, electric windings on
a stator carry current that generates a magnetic field, in a
motor, or that carry current induced by a rotating magnetic
field generated by the rotor, in a generator.

As is well known, the motor/generator arrangement can
be reversed such that an internal stator is housed inside an
external rotor. It will be understood therefore that the present
invention and description of prior art equally applies to both
common electrical machine configurations with internal and
external rotors.

In aircraft engine starter-generator applications, an elec-
tric machine (generally preferably connected directly to a
main spool of the gas turbine) replaces a conventional
auxiliary gearbox. Disadvantageously, however, electric
machines coupled to aircraft turbine engines can potentially
generate extreme power limited only by the power of the
turbine engine driving the rotor of the machine. Unabated,
generation of such electric power can result in extreme heat,
particularly in the stator windings, that may cause the motor
to melt and potentially burn. This is clearly undesirable,
especially in aircraft.

Current provided by the machine to external electrical
equipment may be limited by fusing arrangements, but such
fusing arrangements provide no protection to the machine
itself. The device described in the inventor’s U.S. Pat. No.
6,313,560, thermally protects the motor/generator itself
from damage resulting from internal faults.

When a low Curie point material, such as ferrite is
incorporated into a machine, the time required for the ferrite
in the low Curie point material in the machine to reach the
Curie temperature during the internal fault event, is related
to the ratio of thermal capacity to thermal conductivity and
the temperature differences between the stator material and
the surroundings. This has implications for response times,
especially in larger machines. Accordingly, opportunities for
improvements in design are available.
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It is an object of the present invention to improve the
reaction time of a low Curie point internal fault protection
system.

Further objects of the invention will be apparent from
review of the disclosure, drawings and description of the
invention below.

DISCLOSURE OF THE INVENTION

The invention provides an electric machine (i.e.: motor/
generator) having a magnetic flux circuit including a stator
and a permanent magnet rotor mounted for rotation about an
axis relative to the stator. The stator has an electric circuit
with windings electro-magnetically coupled to the magnetic
circuit. The stator is of material having a Curie temperature,
wherein magnetic flux circulation through the stator material
is impeded when the stator material acquires a temperature
above the Curie temperature. Preferably to increase the
speed of operation, the stator includes heat conducting
layers and magnetic flux conducting layers, where the ther-
mal conductivity of the heat conducting layers is greater
than the thermal conductivity of the magnetic flux conduct-
ing layers. By this means the overall thermal conductivity of
the stacked stator assembly is improved and means for
quickly effecting shutdown of the electric machine are
provided with a heat exchanger thermally coupled to the
stator, thereby regulating magnetic flux circulation through
the stator material. Preferably the magnetic flux conducting
layers are manganese zinc ferrite, and the heat conducting
layers are: insulated copper sheets; insulated aluminum
sheets; thermally conductive polymer sheets; sheet metal; or
plated metal layers deposited on associated magnetic flux
conducting layers.

DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

In order that the invention may be readily understood,
embodiments of the invention are illustrated by way of
example in the accompanying drawings.

FIG. 1 is an exploded isometric view of an electric
machine having a stator according to the present invention.

FIG. 2 is an enlarged exploded isometric view of the stator
of FIG. 1 with portions removed to better show the con-
figuration of the stator itself.

FIG. 3 is an axial cross-sectional view through the lami-
nated stator core assembly showing axially extending fluid
flow bores to define heat exchange modules thermally
coupled to the layers of the stator core.

FIG. 4 is a detailed view axial cross-section view through
the fluid flow bore showing the relatively thin heat conduct-
ing layers with flanges within the fluid flow bores interior
surfaces to improve the overall thermal conductivity.

FIG. 5 is an axial cross-sectional view through an internal
stator core with stator teeth and windings, with a surround-
ing external rotor, with arrows indicating the circulation of
heat exchanging fluid through the stator.

FIG. 6 is a radial sectional view along line 6—6 of FIG.
5.

FIG. 7 is a detail view of a segment of the stator shown
in FIG. 6.

FIG. 8 is an axial cross-sectional view through a turbofan
gas turbine engine showing the general location of compo-
nents and a possible location for an integral motor/generator
in dashed outline.

Further details of the invention and its advantages will be
apparent from the detailed description included below.
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DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF PREFERRED
EMBODIMENTS

FIGS. 1 and 2 show a first embodiment of the invention
applied to an electric machine having an internal rotor 1 and
external stator 2. FIGS. 3 to 7 show a second embodiment
of an electric machine configuration, according to the
present invention, having an internal stator 22 and a sur-
rounding annular external rotor 16. FIGS. 3 and 4 show the
layered structure of the stator core 13 (with stator teeth 21
removed for clarity) with axially extending fluid flow bores
12 to perform a heat exchanger type function to assist in
thermally coupling the machine components to the stator
core 13.

As indicated with arrows in FI1G. 5, and described in detail
below, a heat exchanging fluid such as oil, circulates through
the stator slots 23 immersing the windings 9 between stator
teeth 21 and returning through the stator core 13 via bores
12. In addition to the heat conducting layers 14, the passage
of fluid through the stator 22 thereby cools the windings 9
during normal operation and in the event of a heat generating
internal fault, distributes heat more uniformly throughout
the mass of the stator 22, to further improve the reaction time
of the low Curie point internal fault protection system.

FIG. 1 shows a permanent magnet electric machine hav-
ing a magnetic flux circuit including an internal rotor 1
surrounded by an external stator 2, both of which are
mounted inside an annular housing 3 and enclosed within
end plates 4 and 5. The internal rotor 1 is mounted on a
central shaft 6, the end portions of which are rotatably
mounted within annular bosses 7 in the end plates 4 and 5
on bearings 8.

As shown in FIG. 2, the external stator 2 has a layered
structure which will be described in detail below. The stator
2 has an electric circuit comprising rectangular bar shaped
windings 9 with end conductors 10 to complete a looped
winding circuit. FIG. 2 illustrates one circuit loop. It will be
understood that the other two winding circuits of a three
phase machine have been omitted for clarity only. The stator
2 and the electric circuit windings 9 are electro-magnetically
coupled to the magnetic flux circuit in a manner well known
to those skilled in the art.

The stator 2 is constructed of magnetic flux conducting
layers 11 of material of the type (for example, as described
in U.S. Pat. No. 6,313,560) having a Curie temperature that
is lower than a maximum permissible operating temperature
at which thermal damage would be caused to the machine.
Preferably the Curie point is between 90° C. and 300° C. for
practical application in an electric machine. For example,
depending on the machine design, the magnetic flux con-
ducting layers 11 may be formed of manganese zinc ferrite
which has a Curie temperature of approximately 200° C.
(420° F.). The selection of material for a magnetic flux
conducting layer 11 is described in more detail below. Stator
2 also includes a circumferential array of axially extending
fluid flow bores 12 that are spaced about the stator 2 and in
communication with a source of temperature control fluid,
such as oil, provided by a heat exchanger 24. As will be
described in more detail below and indicated with arrows in
FIG. 5, the stator 2 can be thermally coupled and thereby the
magnetic flux circulation through the stator material can be
regulated, and heated oil conducted from the heat exchanger
24 through the fluid flow bores 12 and stator slots 23 can be
used to heat the stator 2 to above its Curie temperature (but
below the maximum permissible operating temperature) and
thereby impede the flow of magnetic flow circulation
between the stator 2 and the rotor 1.
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In line with the teachings of the inventor’s U.S. Pat. No.
6,313,560, incorporated herein by reference, a material is
chosen for magnetic conducting layer 11 according to the
following considerations. It will be well-understood that a
machine designer is able, for a given machine design, to
determine a temperature at which excessive heat will cause
thermal damage to the machine (e.g. melting of components,
degradation of insulation, degradation of lubricants, etc.).
The designer is thus able to determine a desired temperature
which is not to be exceeded during machine operation (the
“specified maximum” temperature). Once the specified
maximum temperatures is known, a magnetic material for
magnetic conducting layer 11 may be selected which has a
Curie point which is less than the specified maximum, and
preferably sufficiently less than the specified maximum to
provide a suitable safety margin. Selecting the magnetic
material in this manner will ensure that, in the presence of
an internal fault such as a short circuit, coolant loss or other
fault causing the internal temperature of the machine (and
particularly magnetic conducting layer 11) to rise to the
Curie point of magnetic conducting layer 11, the portion of
the magnetic circuit comprised by magnetic conducting
layer 11 will begin to lose its magnetic its properties and
thereby impede or prevent altogether (depending on the
temperature experienced) a flow of magnetic flow through
the magnetic circuit. By impeding or removing the magnetic
properties of a portion of the magnetic circuit in the manner
will cause the machine, when operated as a generator, to
cease generating electrical energy (including heat) in the
portion of the machine affected by the Curie turn-down
described or, when operated as a motor, to cause the machine
to lose speed, which may reduce the heat produced within
the motor. The presence of conducting layer 14 assists in
ensuring a more rapid heat transfer through and along
magnetic conducting layer 11, thereby assisting an increased
response time in the event the Curie temperature is reached
locally within a portion of the device adjacent conducting
layer 14. As described in U.S. Pat. No. 6,313,560, if the
internal fault is such that the machine is permitted to cool
down sufficiently during the period of time the described
Curie turn-down mechanism is in effect, such that the
operating temperature drops sufficiently below the Curie
point of magnetic conducting layer 11, the machine may
then begin normal operation by reason of the return of
magnetic properties to magnetic conducting layer 11. Again,
in this situation conducting layer 14 may be useful in
communicating a temperature drop through and along mag-
netic conducting layer 11.

As shown in FIGS. 3 to 7, the invention is equally
applicable to an internal stator 22 with stator core 13 within
an external rotor 16. Stator core 13 has fluid flow bores 12
and an external series of stator slots 23 is defined by the
array of T-shaped stator teeth 21 for accommodating the
windings 9. FIG. 3 indicates that the stator 2 includes two
types of laminated layers 11, 14. The heat conducting layer
14 is relatively thin compared to the magnetic flux conduct-
ing layer 11. The thermal conductivity of the heat conduct-
ing layer 14 is preferably greater than the thermal conduc-
tivity of the magnetic flux conducting layer 11 and therefore
heat conducting layers 14 tend to increase the overall
thermal conductivity of the external stator 2, and stator core
13 of internal stator 22. While use of laminated stators is
widely known, the introduction by the present invention of
heat conducting layers 14 significantly improves the net
thermal conductivity particularly in association with fluid
flowing between a heat exchanger 24 and fluid flow bores



US 7,119,461 B2

5

12. The use of a laminated low Curie point stator 2, 22 has
not been known prior to the present invention.

The heat conducting layers 14 may be selected from any
number of materials such as electrically insulated copper
sheets, electrically insulated aluminum sheets, thermally
conductive electrically non-conductive polymer sheets, vari-
ous sheet metals or metals that are plated in thin layers
deposited on adjacent surfaces of associated magnetic flux
conducting layers 11. It has been found that the heat con-
ducting layers 14 may be as thin as 0.005 inches depending
on the material. It will be understood that what is required
is a heat conducting layer 14 which can affect the overall
thermal conductivity of the entire stator assembly. For the
metallic materials mentioned above, the preferred thickness
range is between 0.005-0.050 inches thick.

In operation then, with reference to FIG. 5, circuits
comprising windings 9 may be driven by an appropriate
power source, causing electric machine to act as a motor.
More significantly, however, machine may be operated as a
generator by driving turbine shaft 27 using a rotational
source of mechanical power. For example, turbine shaft 27
may be interconnected with the high pressure turbine 35 of
a gas turbine engine, as shown in FIG. 8, and driven at very
high speeds (potentially in excess of 100,000 rpm). As will
be appreciated, rotating rotor 16, and more particularly
magnetic array of permanent magnets 17 will generate a
rotating magnetic field about the central axis of rotor 16.
This, in turn, establishes an alternating magnetic flux in the
magnetic circuit defined by the stator 22. This flux, in turn,
induces an electric current in the windings 9

Now, in the event machine is subject to an internal fault,
such as for example, caused by a short across windings 9,
current in the windings 9 will increase, resulting in increased
heat in the windings 9. Moreover, as windings 9 are pref-
erably in physical contact with, and thermally coupled to
stator 22, increase in temperature of windings 22 will be
transferred locally to the stator 22. The local temperature
increase will then be transferred (generally by conduction
and radiation) by conductive layers 14 through the stator 22,
as well as through magnetic flux conducting layers 11. The
skilled reader will appreciate that the additional amount of
heat transferred though layers 14 will generally improve the
rate at which heat is transferred from the windings 9 to the
stator 22, and thus improve the response time of the low
Curie point thermal protection scheme of the stator 22. Thus,
as the temperature of stator 22 approaches the Curie tem-
perature of the material forming the stator 22, the stator 22
loses its magnetic properties, thereby limiting the flux
through stator 22 and the current induced in the windings 9
formed by the winding circuits, and effectively shutting
down machine acting as a generator. Likewise, as the current
is reduced in the windings 9, the temperature of the winding
9 is reduced until the temperature of stator 22 again drops
below the Curie temperature of the material and its magnetic
properties return. The heat conducting layers 14 again assist
in better communicating the temperature change throughout
the stator 22 structure. As will be apparent, in steady state
and in the presence of a fault, the machine will operate with
the stator 22 at or near the selected shut-down or Curie
temperature, and thus the invention is beneficial in limiting
the operating temperature of the machine, and thereby any
damage to its components.

As indicated in FIGS. 2 to 7, and described herein, a
plurality of heat exchange modules preferably extend
through the stator (2, 22 and stator core 13), such as fluid
flow bores 12, for circulation of a heat transfer fluid pref-
erably oil, for example supplied by a heat exchanger 24.
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However, other fluids such as air or other suitable fluids may
be utilized depending on the application. As shown in FIGS.
3 to 7, the fluid flow bores 12 extend transversely through
the heat conducting layers 14 and, in order to increase the
surface area exposed to the fluid passing through the fluid
flow bores 12, the heat conducting layers 14 may include
flanges 15 that extend into the interior of the fluid flow bores
12, and preferably at least partially line bores 12. Therefore,
as shown in FIG. 4, the stator 2, 22 comprises a stacked array
of annular heat conducting layers 14 and annular magnetic
flux conducting layers 11 that are thermally coupled to
conduct heat from fluid flowing through bores 12. This is
done preferably in order to increase the thermal conductivity
of' the stator 2, 22, to thereby regulate the temperature of the
stator 2, 22 and to regulate the electro-magnetic coupling
between the magnetic flux circulation through the low Curie
point stator material and the electric current in the windings
9.

FIGS. 5-7 in particular show the details of a preferred
internal stator 22 thermally coupled to a heat exchanger 24
via circulating fluid, such as oil, as indicated with arrows.
The internal stator 22 has a stator core 13 with a central
opening 25 (see FIGS. 6, 7) for mounting on a stationary
housing 26 (see FIG. 5). The external rotor 16 is mounted to
an external turbine shaft 27. In the embodiment shown in
FIG. 5, external turbine shaft 27 has an internal coaxial fan
shaft 28 passing through it and mounted on bearings 29 as
applied to a gas turbine engine for example. The external
rotor 16 includes permanent magnets 17 with alternating
yoke members 18 to secure the magnets 17 spaced about the
interior surface. An annular air gap 19 separates the interior
surface of the magnets 17 and yokes 18 of the rotor 16 from
the exterior cylindrical surface of the vespel case 20 sur-
rounding the internal stator 22.

The internal stator 22 is assembled from a laminated
stator core 13, as described above with alternating layers 11,
14. The stator core 13 has a circumferential array of
T-shaped stator teeth 21 that define stator slots 23 in which
the three phase windings 9 are housed. A generally cylin-
drical vespel case 20 with annular vespel case end plates 30
surrounds the exterior of the stator 22 to contain the flow of
oil that is passed through the stator slots 23 immersing the
windings 9 and proceeds to return through the fluid flow
bores 12, as described in detail below.

FIG. 5 shows the flow of fluid commencing at the heat
exchanger 24, passing through the stationary housing 26 via
an inlet conduit 31, through the vespel case end plate 30. As
indicated with arrows, the vespel case end plate 30 defines
a first annular passage 32 that forms a manifold to distribute
fluid to the circumferentially spaced apart stator slots 23. As
indicated with arrows, the oil proceeds axially (to the right)
within the stator slots 23 immersing the windings 9 and exits
the stator slots 23 radially inwardly through ports between
the stator slots 23 and a second annular passage 33. The oil
proceeds axially (to the left) through the fluid flow bores 12
exiting into a third annular passage 34. Oil is scavenged
from the third annular passage 34 and returns to the heat
exchanger 24. It will be understood that the heat exchanger
24 may be used to cool the stator 22, however in accordance
with the invention the heat exchanger can be controlled to
heat the stator 22 with the flow of oil as already described
above. Further the term “heat exchanger” includes a heater,
a chiller, a heat pump and other fluid heat control means. The
description herein relates to use of fluid flow to control the
temperature of the stator 22, however it will be understood
that other means such as an embedded electric resistance
heater within the stator 22 may be used to like advantage.
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FIG. 8 is an axial cross-sectional view through a turbofan
gas turbine engine showing the general location of compo-
nents including the external turbine shaft 27 and the internal
fan shaft 28. A high pressure turbine 35 drives the turbine
shaft 27, while low pressure turbines 37 drive the fan shaft
28. A possible location for an integral motor/generator in
accordance with the invention is shown in dashed outline.
Conventionally a motor/generator for a gas turbine engine is
mounted externally on the auxiliary gearbox 38.

The invention is also applicable to: rotors with low Curie
point ferrite structures as well as the stators described
herein; non-rotary electric machines; electromagnetic
machines that do not include permanent magnets; any type
of winding configuration; any number of windings or
phases; a portion of a stator or rotor; and may include one
or more laminations in each of the layers.

Although the above description relates to a specific pre-
ferred embodiments as presently contemplated by the inven-
tor, it will be understood that the invention in its broad
aspect includes mechanical and functional equivalents of the
elements described herein.

I claim:

1. An electric machine having:

a magnetic flux circuit including a stationary portion and

a motive portion mounted for movement relative to the
stationary portion, at least one of the stationary portion
and the motive portion comprising a member having an
electric circuit comprising at least one winding electro-
magnetically coupled to the magnetic circuit, the mem-
ber being of material having a Curie temperature below
a maximum permissible operating temperature at
which the machine would be damaged, the member
including heat conducting layers and magnetic flux
conducting layers, and the thermal conductivity of the
heat conducting layers being greater than the thermal
conductivity of the magnetic flux conducting layers.

2. An electric machine according to claim 1 wherein the
magnetic flux conducting layers comprise ferrite.

3. An electric machine according to claim 2 wherein the
magnetic flux conducting layers comprise manganese zinc
ferrite.

4. An electric machine according to claim 1 wherein the
heat conducting layers are selected from the group consist-
ing of: insulated copper sheets; insulated aluminum sheets;
thermally conductive polymer sheets; sheet metal; and
plated metal layers deposited on an associated magnetic flux
conducting layer.

5. An electric machine according to claim 4, wherein the
heat conducting layers have a thickness of 0.0005-0.050
inches.

6. An electric machine according to claim 1 wherein the
machine further comprises a heat exchanger having a plu-
rality of heat exchange bores extending through the member,
the bores in communication with a source of temperature
controlled fluid.
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7. An electric machine according to claim 6, wherein the
member includes heat conducting layers and magnetic flux
conducting layers, and the thermal conductivity of the heat
conducting layers is greater than the thermal conductivity of
the magnetic flux conducting layers, and wherein the heat
conducting layers are thermally coupled to the heat
exchange bores.

8. An electric machine according to claim 7, wherein the
bores extend transversely through the heat conducting lay-
ers.

9. An electric machine according to claim 7, wherein the
heat conducting layers each include flanges within the bores.

10. An electric machine according to claim 9, wherein the
flanges line an interior surface of the bores.

11. An electric machine according to claim 1, wherein the
member comprises a stator, an axially stacked array of
annular heat conducting layers and annular magnetic flux
conducting layers.

12. A machine operable as an electric generator, the
machine comprising a magnetic flux circuit including a
stator and a rotor, the rotor mounted for rotation relative to
the stator, the rotor including a plurality of permanent
magnets, the stator having a plurality of windings coupled to
the magnetic circuit, a portion of the magnetic flux circuit
defined in the stator including a magnetic flux conducting
material having a Curie temperature below a maximum
desired operating temperature for the machine, the stator
having a heat conducting apparatus contacting the magnetic
flux conducting material, the thermal conductivity of the
heat conducting apparatus being greater than the thermal
conductivity of the magnetic flux conducting material.

13. A machine according to claim 12 wherein the mag-
netic flux conducting material comprises ferrite.

14. A machine according to claim 13 wherein the mag-
netic flux conducting material comprises manganese zinc
ferrite.

15. A machine according to claim 12 wherein the heat
conducting apparatus comprises heat conducting layers dis-
posed in the magnetic flux material, the heat conducting
layers selected from the group consisting of: insulated
copper sheets; insulated aluminum sheets; thermally con-
ductive polymer sheets; sheet metal; and plated metal layers
deposited on an associated magnetic flux conducting layer.

16. A machine according to claim 15, wherein the heat
conducting layers have a thickness of 0.0005-0.050 inches.

17. A machine according to claim 12 wherein the machine
further comprises a heat exchanger having a plurality of heat
exchange bores, the bores in communication with a source
of temperature controlled fluid.



